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Outstanding Reference: 10 - Community Engagement Outcomes

Response from: CoLP
Response to: Police Committee

Introduction

1. At the Police Committee on the 12th April as part of Outstanding Reference No 5 a 
Member asked for the Force to feed back with figures to Members on the issue of 
CPNs and their effectiveness as a tool. This was in relation to the point that CPN’s 
can restrict an individuals’ movement/ freedoms and the Member wanted 
reassurance that the Force was using CPN’s appropriately. 
The below update has been provided by Chief Inspector Jesse Wynne and 
approved by Supt David Lawes Head of Uniformed Policing/ Community Policing.

2. CPNs can be issued when the conduct of the recipient is having a detrimental effect 
on the quality of life in the local community, when it is of a persistent nature and is 
considered unreasonable. A CPN may stipulate a requirement to stop doing 
specified things, a requirement to do specified things and/or a requirement to take 
reasonable steps to achieve specified results. They can be issued to anybody who 
is aged 16 years or over and can be given to individuals or businesses. They grant 
powers of forfeiture/seizure and to take remedial action. Breaching a CPN is 
deemed a criminal offence and may incur a fine. A CPN warning must be issued 
before a CPN can be given out. It must make clear that a CPN may be issued if the 
recipient’s anti-social behaviour is not stopped. Other information that may be 
included may be an outline of the anti-social behaviour, an outline of the time by 
which the behaviour should be stopped and clarifying the potential consequences 
of being issued with a CPN.

Number of CPNs/warnings:

3. Between 1st January 2016 and 31st December 2017, 184 individuals were given 
CPNs/warnings. These were split by level as follows: 

1st warning 204
2nd warning 27
3rd warning / arrest 19
TOTAL 250

4. In the 27 instances where 2nd warnings were given out, a 1st warning had been 
given in all bar one of the cases. Of the 19 cases where a 3rd warning/arrest was 
made, all the individuals had received a 1st warning and around 50% of the 
individuals had been issued with a 2nd warning.

CPNs for Begging

5. 184 individuals received a CPN/warning in relation to begging (often in 
conjunction with other offences). This clearly illustrated that CPNs/warnings are 
used by the Force to address this offence.
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Of the individuals’ whose CPNs/warnings related to begging, 66% were of no fixed 
abode, 28% gave an address of some kind and the address of 6% was not known or 
had not been given. Two-thirds of the individuals given CPNs/warnings were of no 
fixed abode, however this may in fact be even higher than the indicated figure as 
addresses given include hostels and Outreach service day centres which are often 
used only on a temporary basis and the users frequently return to rough sleeping.

Locations of those receiving CPNs

6. The following map shows the locations of where individuals were begging when 
they were issued with a CPN/warning:

7. Bishopsgate is the most common location, followed by Eastcheap /Monument, 
Moorgate and Liverpool Street. These are all extremely busy areas with a high 
footfall. These locations are all on the East side of the City – this may either 
indicate that there is genuinely high levels of begging that takes place towards 
this side of the City where there is potentially a higher density of City workers 
owing to volume of businesses and because there are a number of key 
transport hubs are there such as Liverpool Street/ Fenchurch Street Stations). 
Additionally, Police Officers are more likely to encounter incidents of begging in 
this area, as it is nearer to Bishopsgate Police Station.

8. The Chief Inspector Communities is confident that CPNs are used appropriately 
and act as a deterrent.


